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ORDINANCE 2015-163
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 342 (CONSTRUCTION TRADES REGULATIONS), SECTION 342.120 (PENALTIES), ORDINANCE CODE, SO AS TO INCREASE PENALTIES FOR UNLICENSED CONTRACTOR VIOLATIONS AND ALIGN THEM WITH PENALTY INCREASES FOR SUCH VIOLATIONS AT THE STATE LEVEL; AMENDING CHAPTER 609 (CODE ENFORCEMENT CITATIONS), SECTION 609.109 (APPLICABLE CHAPTERS AND PARTS), ORDINANCE CODE, SO AS TO REMOVE CHAPTER 342, ORDINANCE CODE, FROM THE PENALTY SCHEDULES THEREIN; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, in 2013 the Florida Legislature passed House Bill 269, which increased the maximum civil penalty from $500 to $2,000 for unlicensed contracting and increased the maximum citation from $500 to $2,500 for unlicensed contracting; and
WHEREAS, on September 3, 2014, at its regularly scheduled meeting, the Construction Trades Qualifying Board voted to recommend to City Council the amendment of Chapter 342, Ordinance Code, so as to increase penalties for unlicensed contracting violations, as evidenced in the minutes of the September 3, 2014 meeting of the Board, attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and incorporated herein by this reference; now therefore,   
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

Amending Section 342.120, Ordinance Code.  Section 342.120 (Penalties) of Chapter 342 (Construction Trades Regulations), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to increase the penalties for unlicensed contracting violations and, as amended, shall read as follows:

CHAPTER 342.  CONSTRUCTION TRADES REGULATIONS.
*  *  *

Section 342.120.  
Penalties.  
(a)
It is unlawful and a class D offense for a person to violate a provision of this Chapter or fail to comply therewith. The proprietor, all partners and all directors of a firm or corporation are responsible for the acts of their respective agents and employees and it is a class D offense shall be a violation for a proprietor, partner or director to cause or to knowingly suffer or permit his agent or employee to violate a provision of this Chapter or fail to comply therewith or failed to take reasonable corrective action if he knew or should have known of the violation. Violations of this Chapter are civil infractions and are subject to a citation in the amount of $1,000. For repeat violations the fine will be increased by $250 for each additional violation up to a maximum of $2,000 per violation.

(b)
The City may institute proceedings in a court of competent jurisdiction against any person or business entity the Board has determined is guilty of violating this Chapter, either to enjoin further violations or to compel payment of civil penalties.
(c)
The Board may fine a person or business entity up to $500$2,500 per occurrence for each violation of this Chapter, file an appropriate lien to enforce payment, and/or revoke or suspend the business entity’s pulling privileges upon a finding of a pattern of violations or a willful violation of Chapter 342, Ordinance Code. Each day a violation occurs at any location shall constitute a separate occurrence.
(d)
An owner shall be liable to the City for any property maintenance craftsman’s violation of any part of this Chapter.

(e) Any person found guilty of a second offense of conducting business without a certificate of competency or a state certification or state registration in violation of this Chapter, shall be disqualified from applying or testing for a certificate of competency for two years from the date of the final order or citation.

Section 2.

Amending Section 609.109, Ordinance Code. Section 609.109 (Applicable Chapters and Parts) of Chapter 609 (Code Enforcement Citations), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to remove Chapter 342, Ordinance Code, from the penalty schedules therein, and as amended, shall read as follows:
CHAPTER 609. CODE ENFORCEMENT CITATIONS.

*  *  *


Section 609.109.
Applicable Chapters and Parts.

The following provisions of the Ordinance Code are subject to enforcement by citation. Where a Chapter or a Part of a Chapter of the Code is referenced, then all Sections within  that Chapter or Part are subject to enforcement by citation.
SCHEDULE “A”
CODE


DESCRIPTION




CLASS**
PROVISION*
*  *  *

Chapter 342
Construction Trades Regulations

D
*  *  *
 Section 3.  
Effective.
  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

   /s/  James R. McCain, Jr.
Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by: James R. McCain, Jr.
G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2015\Ord\02.09.15.S.342.120.S.609.109.Amend.doc
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CONSTRUCTION TRADES QUALIFYING BOARD
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Where Florida Begins.

MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING
OF THE
CONSTRUCTION TRADES QUALIFYING BOARD

September 3, 2014

Chairman Andrews called the meeting of the Construction Trades Qualifying Board to order at 5:00
p.m., on September 3, 2014 Room 431, Claude Yates Building.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:

Mr. Ronald Andrews, Chairman Excused: Mr. Peter Ma

Mr. Clifford Snell, Vice Chairman Ms Kristine Millerschone
Ms Lina Ingraham Mr. John Clarkson

Mr. William Bodie

Mr. Charles Walker

Mr. Richard Christmas
Mr. Ralph DeCicco

Ms Angie Williams

Mr. Lee Caudill

Ms Esther Erkan

Mr. Timothy Mumpower

OTHERS PRESENT:

Mr. Richard A. Hickok, Executive Director
Mr. Jim McCain, Asst. General Counsel

Chairman Andrews led those attending the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance, after which he
gave the invocation.

Chairman Andrews asked if anyone had read the minutes of the August meeting. Ms Ingraham
moved to approve the minutes. Mr. DeCicco seconded and the motion passed.

Chairman Andrews opened the floor to the public. No one from the audience addressed the
Board.

Chairman Andrews introduced Mr. Tom Goldsbury, Chief of the Building Inspections Division to
discuss proposed changes to the new citation and fine maximums.

Mr. Goldsbury advised the Board that this is new legislation that he would like to present to the
Board for approval. Mr. Goldsbury referred to handouts he had provided. House Bill 269 would
increase the maximum citation and civil penalties allowed to be charged to unlicensed contractors.
Civil penalties are increased to a maximum of $250 per day per violation and citations for
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unlicensed contracting are increased to a maximum of $2,000. The City ordinance has to be
changed to correct the conflict in fee amounts. This is a request for Board’s approval to raise the
penalties to the same maximum of $250 per day and for citations for unlicensed contracting, |
propose changing the penaity from $250 per day to $1,000 for the first offense and from $250 to
$2,000 maximum. The draft is attached. | would like to get your opinion on these proposals. The
Board began a discussion of the proposals. There were questions about the amounts from the
draft. Mr. Snell was advised that a flat $1,000 was for citations for the first offense. Mr. Goldsbury
stated that he thought that a $250 fine for unlicensed contracting was way too low. Chairman
Andrews said he thinks the second offense fee of $250 should be $500 at least. Mr. Goldsbury
stated that the proposed amounts were first offense $1,000, a second offense $1,250 and any
additional offense would be from $1,500 to $2,000.

Chairman Andrews would like to see the fee accelerate faster but will accept the proposal. Ms
Williams asked about the figures as presented in the draft, stating there seemed to be a
discrepancy in the terminology used in the draft and what Mr. Goldsbury was saying. Mr.
Goldsbury noted that the figures needed to be made to reflect the State’s statutes. There were
conflicting statements on the draft and Mr. Goldsbury said these would be corrected in the final
draft. The State’s bill has a maximum of $2,000. He will have the civil penalties maximum at
$2,000 per day and the citations at a max of $2,500. Civil penalties shall not exceed 2,000. The
amount for citations shall not exceed $2,500. That would be for four offenses. Mr. DeCicco
moved to support the changes proposed by Mr. Goldsbury to parallel the State statute. Chairman
Andrews reviewed the civil penalties maximum of $2,000 per day and the citations maximum of
$2,500 for clarity. The Board is looking at $1,000 for a first offense, $1,250 for a second offense
and $2,000 per day for SUbSequent ollenses. Citations reach a maxin"lWﬁ—of'S'ZT500'}'07_e;aiz:sljl‘nL§
violation. M. Goldsbury advised the Board that the investigators needed a base fee amount to
start with to charge contractors. The fees could be charged per day. Mr. Bodie seconded the
motion passed. Mr. Goldsbury asked to add that the department is doing well. There are a lot of
permits. The budget is better. The finance committee approved four more inspectors. They are
also starting to use the electronic planning review.

Chairman Andrews introduced the new Board members, Walter Wood replacing Randy Miller as
Plumbing Contractor and Tim Mumpower, replacing Matt Karle for the Apartment Industry. This is
also the last meeting for Ms Ingraham.

Chairman Andrews asked Mr. Stiltner what new complaints he had. Mr. Stilther asked Mr. Randy
Moore to come forward. Chairman Andrews asked about the stipulation agreement. Mr. Stiltner
stated that Mr. Moore had been at the August meeting and he had spoken with the homeowner
after the hearing and they had worked out an agreement. Chairman Andrews read the stipulation.
Mr. Moore must cease and desist any and all unlicensed activity. Pay $1,800 to the complainant.
$1,800 shall be due September 12, 2014. This will be null and void if not paid 10 days past the
date due. The respondent shall also pay $500 to the City by 1 October 2014. Mr. Moore stated
that he had agreed to this stipulation willingly. Mr. DeCicco moved to accept the stipulation as
recommended. Mr. Bodie seconded. The motion passed.

Chairman Andrews asked for the stipulation for Timothy Albert Bates d/b/a Tim Bates Roofing,
LLC. Chairman Andrews read the stipulation for Mr. Bates. He pleads guilty and will make a
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